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AP ENGLISH LANGUAGE AND COMPOSITION SYLLABUS  
Instructor: Jon Weller 
Classroom: 203 
Contact: jweller@tamdistrict.org 
 
Course Introduction  
  
This is a two-semester, college-level English course focused on close reading and careful 
analysis of a variety of challenging non-fiction and fiction prose selections; more specifically, 
the course focuses on rhetoric and language. What is rhetoric? What strategies do writers 
employ to effectively and imaginatively communicate a message or purpose? Why does 
language matter? How does the language a writer uses shape the intended effect of a piece of 
writing? These are all questions that must be explored deeply in order to prepare you for being 
able to read anything well, and write with genuine awareness, purpose, and sophistication. By 
May, you should also be ready to take the Advanced Placement Language and Composition 
examination, for which you may earn college credit and possible acceleration if you pass with a 
sufficiently high score (3, 4, or 5). 
 
The course is organized thematically around specific issues and how these issues have been 
expressed, developed, and even changed through language. After an introductory unit on close 
reading and rhetoric, each unit focuses on a specific theme (Language and The American 
Dream, Language and Politics, Language and Education, etc.) and each unit builds your skills 
in critical analysis, argumentation, and synthesis by continuing to focus on why and how 
writers use language the way they do.  
  
 
Upon completing the course, students will be able to 

• interpret and analyze samples of good writing, identifying and explaining an author’s use 
of rhetorical strategies and techniques; 

• employ effective strategies and techniques in their own writing; 
• create and sustain arguments based on readings, research, and/or personal experience; 
•  demonstrate understanding and mastery of standard written English as well as stylistic 

maturity in their own writings; 
• write in a variety of genres and contexts, both formal and informal, employing 

appropriate conventions; 
• produce expository and argumentative compositions that introduce a complex central 

idea and develop it with appropriate, specific evidence, cogent explanations, and clear 
transitions; and 

• move effectively through the stages of the writing process, with careful attention to 
inquiry and research, drafting, revising, editing, and review. 

 
Success will be measured in terms of enhanced critical reading abilities, as evidenced in 
class discussion, the reading/writer's notebook and other interpretive writing, and in 
terms of clearer, more effective, more cogent writing generally.  Students should focus 
on developing the following: 

• critical reading strategies and practices; 
• a wide-ranging vocabulary used appropriately and effectively; 
• a variety of sentence structures, including appropriate use of subordination and 

coordination; 
• a logical organization in writing, enhanced by specific techniques to increase coherence, 

such as repetition, transitions, and emphasis; 
• a balance of generalization and specific illustrative detail; and 
• an effective use of rhetoric, including controlling tone, establishing and maintaining 

voice, and achieving appropriate emphasis through diction and sentence structure. 
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TEXTS: 
 

• FDR’s First Inaugural Address 
• Excerpt from Virginia Woolf’s Memoirs 
• “The Death of the Moth” by Virginia Woolf 
• “Joyas Voladoras” by Brian Doyle 
• “Living Like Weasels” by Annie Dillard 
• Common Sense bvy Thomas Paine 
• “A Writer’s Duty” by William Faulkner 
• “My Misspent Youth” by Meghan Daum 
• “Whites Without Money” by Lloyd Van Brunt 
• “The Singer Solution to World Poverty” by Peter Singer 
• “A Hanging” by George Orwell 
• “Declaration of Independence” annotated by Thomas Jefferson 
• Severn Suzuki’s speech at the 1992 UN Earth Summit in Rio de Janero 
• Autobiography of Fredrick Douglas 
• “The Box Man” by Jerome Charyn 
• “Others' Roles in Slavery beside the Point." By Leonard Pitts 
• “Black Men in Public Space” by Brent Staples 
• Booker T. Washington’s speech at the Atlanta Exposition 
• “W.E.B. DuBois Critiques Booker T. Washington” 
• “How to see race” by Smithsimon 
• “Letter from Birmingham Jail” by Martin Luther King, Jr. 
• “The Case for Reparations,” by Ta-Nehisi Coates 
• Voice Lessons, Nancy Dean 
• Various Education Texts – Self Selection 
• Waiting for Superman,  Davis Guggenheim 
• “Falling into the Belief Gap…” by Hawkins 
• “Why Boston’s Most Racially Diverse School Could Also Be the Country’s Most Interesting 

School Integration Story,” by Richard Whitmire 
• Self-Selected non-fiction essay collection on topic of own choosing 

 
SUGGESTED READING: 
Students need to soak themselves in the pool of news this year, as many assignments and 
discussions require an up-to-date understanding of politics and national news. Political and 
civic engagement is essential to diving deep into the class. 
 

• A weekly news publication e.g. Time, The Week, The New Yorker 
• A daily newspaper/news source e.g. The SF Chronicle, Google News, The Washington Post 
• Satirical takes on the news e.g. The Daily Show 
• Sunday morning talk shows about politics 
 

 
REQUIRED MATERIALS: 
 

• Pens, Pencils, Highlighters, Sticky notes 
• A notebook for keeping ALL materials from class. 
• Notebook paper 

 
CLASS FORMAT: 
Throughout the year, we will read a variety of mostly nonfiction texts. Our primary focus will be 
rhetoric and argument. Some reading will involve full-length books, while others will be essays, 
articles, graphics,  speeches, and current events.  We will also examine synthesis and research 
writing, primarily in MLA format; you will create correct works-cited entries as well as good 
parenthetical documentation. Smaller researched essays will be assigned throughout the 
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academic year. 
 
Class participation will be an important aspect to our daily schedule, and it is important that 
you stay on top of reading assignments. In this course, you are expected to be an active 
participant, as well as an active listener. Your attendance and ability to work well with your 
peers on assignments is imperative to your success in this class. 
 
ATTENDANCE: 

Research shows that students who regularly miss class often have difficulties later in life.  
Often, regularly absent students have issues with holding down jobs, sustaining long-term 
relationships, and addiction problems (Sutphen, Ford, & Flaherty). 

Also, those who research school attendance note that there is very little difference in the effect 
between students who miss school for legitimate reasons and those who are skipping class.  In 
both cases, students are missing invaluable instructional time, and that time cannot be 
replicated outside the classroom (Smink).  In my class, truant and non-truant absentees are 
treated the same.  Their learning takes the same hit.  Both need to make up work, and both 
will remain behind the other students in knowledge and experience.   

In addition, research demonstrates that incentives approve attendance (Epstein & Sheldon).  
Thus, students who come to class on-time, rarely missing class will receive a grade boost.  The 
incentives for on-time, regular attendance are as follows: 

• No more than 1 tardy per semester -- 1% grade boost 
• No more than 2 unexcused or excused absences per semester – 2% grade boost if the 

conditions for tardies is met. 
• Exceptions: School or sports related absences.  These include field trips, absences 

required by your school sports, or a meeting with Wellness, your counselor, or 
administration.   

These will be calculated at the end of the semester and applied to your grade. Note: A student 
who does not receive these incentives is not receiving a punitive measure.  They are simply 
receiving the grade they earned through their hard work. 

   
A.P. Exam  
The AP exam will be in May 2019.  It is a three-hour test consisting of 55 +/- multiple-choice 
questions (one hour) and three timed-writings (two hours).  I want you to do well on this exam.  
More importantly, I want you to want to do well on this exam.  Even more importantly, I want 
you to feel confident going into the exam. 
  
We are going to work hard and practice often in this course.   
  
Essays   
Expect our first practice timed-writing on the fourth week of school; we will continue to do one 
timed-writing every 2+ weeks from that point on.  These timed-writes will be both analytical 
and interpretive in nature, depending on the prompt.  You will receive a rubric for every essay 
that you write.  These rubrics are taken from past A.P. tests and adapted to our essay 
assignments.  The basic rubric will stay the same throughout the year.  The scale is from zero 
to nine.  The scale is as follows:  
 
6 – A+ (100%) 
5 – B+ (89%) 

4 – C+ (79%) 
3 – D+ (69%) 

2 – D (65%) 
1 – F (59%)
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You will also write several process research papers requiring in-depth research and successful 
synthesis of sources/data. 
 
 
NOTE: Academic dishonesty will not be accepted in this class. Plagiarism (claiming 
someone else’s work as your own – i.e. copying a paper from the Internet) and cheating 
will result in strict consequences as deemed appropriate by the teacher and the school 
administration. These consequences usually result in a zero for the assignment, with no 
chance to make up the work. 
  
Tests/Quizzes  
You will regularly be given vocabulary tests, rhetoricdal devices tests, reading checks, and 
other assignments just like you have had in English classes in the past; these components of 
the course will be explained as they arise.  
  
Homework  

You need to get used to the idea of having reading homework every night. Expect that it will be 
1-2 hours.  The majority of your homework will be practicing the skills discussed/learned in 
class.  
  
Participation  
Much of class time will be spent on discussions, whether it’s in pairs, small groups, or in large 
Socratic Seminars. If you are not used to speaking up in class, then it is important to push 
yourself next year to do so.  You will be pushed to think deeply about the world and culture in 
which you live.  
  
Grading System  
  
You will be graded according to the following system of points, calculated within each Grade 
Category and summed up to a total:  
  
A= 90-100%  
B= 80-89%  
C= 70-79%  
D= 60-69%  
F= 0-59%  
  
Grade Categories are as follows: 
25% -- Exam practice – Timed Writes, Multiple choice practice 
25% -- Writing:  Revised timed writes, culminating redrafting of papers, in-class writing, 
process papers 
25% -- Quizzes: Vocab quizzes 
25% -- Oral participation: Discussions and presentations 
 
Office Hours  
  
I am available for extra help, tutoring, or to answer any questions you have during 2nd, 6th, or 
1st periods, lunch, or break in Room 203. Setting an appointment is even better, since I may 
not be in my room during these times.  Please email for an appointment 
(jweller@tamdistrict.org). 
 
Absences and Tardies 

Research shows that students who regularly miss class often have difficulties later in life.  
Often, regularly absent students have issues with holding down jobs, sustaining long-term 
relationships, and addiction problems (Sutphen, Ford, & Flaherty). 
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Also, those who research school attendance note that there is very little difference in the effect 
between students who miss school for legitimate reasons and those who are skipping class.  In 
both cases, students are missing invaluable instructional time, and that time cannot be 
replicated outside the classroom (Smink).  In my class, truant and non-truant absentees are 
treated the same.  Their learning takes the same hit.  Both need to make up work, and both 
will remain behind the other students in knowledge and experience.   

In addition, research demonstrates that incentives approve attendance (Epstein & Sheldon).  
Thus, students who come to class on-time, rarely missing class will receive a grade boost.  The 
incentives for on-time, regular attendance are as follows: 

• No more than 1 tardy per semester -- 1% grade boost 
• No more than 2 unexcused or excused absences per semester – 2% grade boost if the 

conditions for tardies is met. 
• Exceptions: School or sports related absences.  These include field trips, absences 

required by your school sports, or a meeting with Wellness, your counselor, or 
administration.   

These will be calculated at the end of the semester and applied to your grade. Note: A student 
who does not receive these incentives is not receiving a punitive measure.  They are simply 
receiving the grade they earned through their hard work. 

Online Work 
Most of the work of this class will be posted on Canvas.  Grades will be calculated in Canvas 
and summary grades posted on eSchool. Any typed assignments, online discussions, etc., must 
be complete on Canvas. Handwritten work, such as Timed-Writes and in class responses must 
be kept in your binder and turned in on the day it is due. 
 
Make-up and Late Work Policy 
In AP English Language and Composition, students receive grades that reflect their learning. 
Learning, according to Hattie and Gan, comes from timely and effective feedback. Timely 
assignment completion is essential for the teacher to give feedback at the right time in the 
learning continuum.  Thus, assignments are expected to be turned in on time.  If 
circumstances, such as illness or excused absences effect the completion of these assignments, 
the teacher will give ample time to complete and turn in assignments, with the usual feedback 
on student work.  However, if work is regularly late, for reasons other than above, these 
assignments will receive a reduced grade, up to 50% of the assignment value.  Usually, in these 
cases, the teacher will reduce the grade by 10% for each class day (class day: days you have in 
this class).  
 
Launch/Warm-Up  
Most days that you walk into class, there will be a “Launch” or warm-up assignment that will 
be on the board.  You must start working on this immediately.   These will be checked regularly 
for participation and effort. 
  
Paper Heading and Additional Policies  
Please place the title of your papers in the TOP LEFT corner of your paper. Include this in 
formation in the following order:  
  
Name  
Subject/Teacher’s name  
Class Period  
Date  
The assignment title should be centered at the top of the paper.   
  
All major papers must be typed in order to receive credit. I recommend that you type all drafts 
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of major papers (after writing the first draft in class) since it will make editing and revising 
easier.  If you do not have a computer at home, you will need to use the library or computer lab 
at school.  Papers should be in Times New Roman 12pt font, double-spaced with 1” margins. 
This is standard MLA format.   
  
 General Classroom Rules  
1. Respect yourself and others; no put-downs.  
2. “One mic”: Listen while others are talking and let everyone have their turn to talk.    
3. Be on time.  
4. Participate!  
5. No cell phones, IPODS or other electronic devices.  Cell phones, according to school policy, 
must be deposited in the cell-phone parking lot. 
  
Course Outline  
FALL SEMESTER  
Weeks 1-2 Course Introduction 

• Course overview, expectations and procedures.  
• Initial focus on Thesis, Claims, Evidence, and Warrants 

  
Weeks 3-9: The Language of Discourse 

• Students will read several passages from prominent essayists, analyzing specific stylistic 
choices and determining the effect of these choices. 

• Students will dive deeply into the civic and cultural discourse in the United States. 
• Students will develop an understanding of rhetorical devices in context, and will 

understand the ways that exigence, purpose, audience, author, and message are 
conveyed through the use of rhetoric. 

• Students will write analyses of several diverse works of merit. 
• AP Language and Composition Standards: RHS 1A, CLE 3A & 4A 

 
Weeks 10-17: The Language of Class and Race  

• Students will read early American founding documents through the rhetorical lens. 
• Students will analyze these founding documents using tools from prior learning. 
• Students will compare the ideals of different groups discussing race, and identify the 

language choices made by writers from differing points of view. 
• Students will identify how audience and purpose affect language choice, and practice 

writing in different rhetorical situations. 
• Students will write analyses of seminal works on race. 
• AP Language and Composition Standards: RHS 1A, 1B, CLE 3A, 4A, 3B, 4B 

 
Week 17 and Finals 

• Students will review rhetorical devices, rhetorical situation, and choices in arrangement 
and style. 

• Students will complete 2 timed writes and 20 multiple choice questions from a released 
exam for the final. 

• AP Language and Composition Standards: RHS 1A, 1B, CLE 3A, 4A, 3B, 4B 
 
Holiday Break (end of the year) 
Students need to select and read a non-fiction text examining the state of education in 
America.  
 
Suggested Titles:  

• The Smartest Kids in the World: And How They Got That Way, Amanda Ripley 
• Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Dragon: Why China Has the Best (and Worst) Education 

System in the World, Yong Zhao 
• Building a Better Teacher: How Teaching Works (and How to Teach It to 

Everyone), Elizabeth Green 
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• Five Minds for the Future, Howard Gardner 
• Now You See It: How the Brain Science of Attention Will Transform the Way We Live, Work, 

and Learn, Cathy N. Davidson 
• Democracy and Education, John Dewey 
• Why Boys Fail: Saving Our Sons From an Educational System That’s Leaving Them 

Behind, Richard Whitmire 
• Why Don’t Students Like School? A Cognitive Scientist Answers Questions About How the 

Mind Works and What It Means for Your Classroom, Daniel T. Willingham 
• The Global Achievement Gap, Tony Wagner 
• The Teacher Wars: A History of America’s Most Embattled Profession, Dana Goldstein 
• A Chance to Make History: What Works and What Doesn’t in Providing an Excellent 

Education For All, Wendy Kopp 
• In Schools We Trust: Creating Communities of Learning in an Era of Testing and 

Standardization, Deborah Meier 
• Rethinking Education in the Age of Technology: The Digital Revolution and Schooling in 

America, Allan Collins 
• The World is Open: How Web Technology in Revolutionizing Education, Curtis Jay Bonk 
• How Children Succeed: Grit, Curiosity, and the Hidden Power of Character, Paul Tough 
• The Shame of a Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America, Jonathan Kozol 
• The Flat World and Education: How America’s Commitment to Equity Will Determine Our 

Future, Linda Darling-Hammond 
• The Death and Life of the Great American School System: How Testing and Choice are 

Undermining Education, Diane Ravitch 
• The Knowledge Deficit: Closing the Shocking Education Gap for American Children, E.D. 

Hirsch 
 
SPRING SEMESTER  
Weeks 1-8 The Language of Education  

• Students will dig deeply into the problems that arise in education. 
• Students will discuss, present, and write about a particular problem in education, 

proposing a solution. 
• Students will practice synthesis in both timed writes and a research essay. 
• Students will master MLA document formatting and citation rules. 
• Students will learn methods to track and synthesize research in a coherent manner, 

using sources to direct and support claims. 
• AP Language and Composition Standards: REP 5A. 6A, 5B, 6B, STL 7A, 8A 

 
Weeks 9-17 The Language of Modern Discourse 

• Students will develop research questions relevant to topics in modern discourse arising 
from their interests. 

• Students will read a non-fiction book that informs or challenges the topic at hand. 
• Students will collect a wide range of diverse texts that inform their understanding of their 

selected issue. 
• Students will use MLA in a long-form synthesis research essay. 
• Students will practice synthesis timed-writes. 
• Students will present their issue and answer questions by supporting claims with 

evidence from their research. 
• AP Language and Composition Standards: RHS 1A, 2A, CLE 3C, 4C STL 7B, 8B, 7C, 8C 

 
Week 17 Review 

• Students will review all material from the year in preparation for the exam.  
 
Weeks 18-20 The Language of Self 

• Students will write a personal or college essay in preparation for their senior year.  
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AP English Language and Composition Contract  

2019-2020 
  
I, ______________________________, promise to put forth 100% of my effort into AP Language and 
Composition class. I understand and agree to the following:  
  
1.  I know that this is a college level course with college level assignments.  I understand that 
the focus of this course is analytical reading and writing.  
  
2.   I will be conscious of the fact that research shows that there is a direct correlation between 
lack of attendance and tardiness and low grades.  I will not miss school on a regular basis.  I 
will not go on extensive trips during the school year.  In addition, because of the importance of 
the A.P. test in May, I will schedule no absences between spring vacation and the test date.  
  
4.  I understand that a major requirement of the course is that I will volunteer in discussions 
on a daily basis; I know that the quality of my contributions to discussion will have a major 
direct effect on my grade.  I also pledge to not try to dominate discussion but be conscious of 
the need for all to participate.   
  
6.  I understand that I will be required to write essays and most of the first drafts of these 
essays will be written in class.  I will be given timed-writes (essay tests) on a regular basis.  
  
7. I understand that attention to current events and public discourse is essential to 
understanding and discussing the material in class, and I will keep up with the news and 
discourse about the news daily.   
  
9.  I understand that any late work will receive a reduced grade, except for extenuating 
circumstances resulting from illness or other excused absences.     
  
I have read through this syllabus and fully understand what will be expected of me during my 
junior/senior year in English class.  By signing this contract, I plan to fulfill my part by 
completing all the necessary work to be successful in this class.    
  
  
  
Student Name: ________________________________  
  
Student Signature: _____________________________  
  
Parent/Guardian Name: _______________________________  
   
  
Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________  
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